
Key Question:  How has Purley Oaks changed over time?

In this topic, we are learning to:

-use words and phrases like: old, new and a long time 
ago;

-know that some objects belonged to the past;

-recognise that we celebrate certain events, because of 
what happened many years ago;

-spot old and new things in a picture;

-answer questions using artefact/ photograph provided.

Historical Vocabulary

decade A period of 10 years.

century A period of 100 years.

blackboard A hard smooth dark surface used for 
writing or drawing on with chalk.

slate A material used for writing on.

dip pens Pens older children used for writing 
with. 

inkwell A place in a child’s desk that would 
hold ink for their pen.

cane A wooden stick used for hitting children 
when they broke the rules.

Dunce’s hat Misbehaving children would have to sit 
in the corner and wear this hat.

Key Facts

Purley Oaks Primary school used to be called 
Brighton Road Senior Boys School.

It was built in 1873.

The name changed to Purley Oaks Primary School in 
1922.

Purley Oaks Primary School is 150 years old. 



Assessment Focus:

Enquiry/Skills
Spot old and new things in a picture.
Answer questions using artefact/ photograph provided.
Give a plausible explanation about what an object was used for in the past.
Ask and answer questions about old and new objects. 

Knowledge
Identify objects from the past.
Know and understand that some famous people have helped our lives be better today.
Begin to identify the main differences between old and new objects.

Chronology and Understanding
Use words and phrases like: old, new and a long time ago.
Know that some objects belonged to the past.
Put up to three objects in chronological order (recent history.)
Discuss things that happened when we were little.

6 questions you will know the answers to…
What were the classrooms like?                             When was Purley Oaks built?
What were the rules?                                                 What are the similarities and difference of the past and present?
What were the playground games?                      What did the building look like?                                         


