


Parental involvement in children’s education from an early age has a 

significant effect on educational achievement, and continues to do so into 

adolescence and adulthood. 
(Feinstein & Symons, 1999) 

Although Phonics is an important part of learning to read, children 

should also be exposed to a broad and rich curriculum that takes 

full advantage of developing all the aspects of language.

More attention needs to be given to speaking and listening from a 
very early age.  This includes plenty of story telling.  Most importantly, 

children need to enjoy reading and retelling stories!
(Ideas taken from The Rose Report, 2006)





• Many studies have shown that children who love learning and are 

successful in school are exposed to reading from a young age. 

• Reading develops vital communication, language and listening skills which 

are an important part of the Early Years curriculum.  

• Reading builds ideas for imaginative play which leads to great story writing 

in the future. 

• They learn at an early age that reading is fun and it will become an 

enjoyable habit. 

• They begin to develop an understanding of how books are structured, that 

words represent sounds and concepts, words are read from left to write (in 

English), and stories continue when you turn the page. 



• Many studies have shown that children that understand and use nursery

rhymes become great readers.

• Rhyme also develops vital communication, language and listening skills 

which are an important part of the Early Years curriculum.  

• Rhyme teaches children how language works and how they can play with 

it.  For example, if a child knows cat sounds like mat, bat, rat, hat…, they 

can learn to read and write all these words by only changing one letter.  

• It is a fun way to interact and have fun with your child.  Make up some silly 
rhymes together!

• We encourage you to learn, sing and have fun with the rhymes we send 

home in the planners each week.  



Enjoy reading together every day! 

Reading should be an important and enjoyable part of 

child’s daily bedtime routine.  

Don’t forget to record this in your child’s planners!



Reading isn't just about words, books or story telling. We read logos and 

pictorial signs everyday. It is important to teach 

children this and point out familiar signs/logos to them and they will begin 

reading them on their own. This can be done 
anywhere and is a good talking point with your child. 



While reading with your child, be sure to praise all efforts! 

Remember, it’s the thinking process and willingness to read 

you are praising, not necessarily that your child 
pronounced the words correctly. 





Let your child choose 
Let your child pick out their own books. Letting your child read what 
interests them is one way that reading becomes fun. 
Read with fun in your voice 
Use your face, body, and voice to make reading fun. 
Use different voices for different characters. 
Talk about the pictures 
Point to the pages and talk about the pictures in the book. Ask your 
child to look at the pictures for clues to what the story is about. 

Remember the repeated phrases
Encourage your child to join in with the repetitive parts of the story.  These are great for developing language!
For example, I wrote to the zoo to send me a pet so they sent me a…
I’ll huff and I’ll puff…
Oh Grandma, what big…
Show your child the words 
As you read the book, run your finger along the bottom of the words. Soon your child will 
realise it is the words that are read and not the pictures. If you're reading a book in Spanish, 
feel free to let your child know the English version of a word. Say something like "Perro is called 
dog in English." 
Know when to stop 

If your child loses interest or has trouble paying attention, just put the book away for a while. A few minutes of 
reading is ok. Don't continue reading if your child is not enjoying it. With practise, your child will be able to sit and 
listen for a longer time. 



The EYFS Curriculum



Visit your local Children’s Centre and Library 

Sessions like ‘Chatterbox’ and ‘Learning is Fun!’ 

promote reading and speech, language and 

communication development. 

Parents Into 

Reading 

Every Tuesday 

morning and 

Wednesday 

afternoon come

and join us at the 

LRC to read and 

sing ! 


